Container Pioneers
By Ulrich Cramer

Leo Mellam and Cecil Henkels of Flexi Van in New York were the pioneers (for operators of
“Rail & Road” intermodal equipment; and Sol Katz (of Strick) was the engineer and
manufacturer of the first “Sea Trailer” equipment.

When developing the steel container for ACL, the first European container consortium, I was

confronted with Leo Mellam and the container corner casting patent. Here are the documents
which made the standardisation of the container casting possible:
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Dear Vincm:

Tn raply Bo your letter af Februaey T I would like
to confaflm the underssapding which Etrick has with the Asacican
Standazds Aseociation cega:ding our patent nombes 1963310
covarimg the twisk lock lEifting pechanien with tha non=-rotsbing
CalkeaE.

ThHié letter conflemi the [act that wa hava

Ealeased this PAtORT on & RonAxclumive royalty
fras bamin for ite use bn cénEaines handlieg,

T trust this will essply with your nesd for an
cfficial staterant,

Vary truly yours,

ETRICK OORPORRTION
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e Fred Mullec, Je. Eugans Hindin
K. W, Tastllhnger Exwcutive Viea Prasidant
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& clarification of the patent posifies with regard to end-to-end coupling
af freightl comlainers |a desssd pertiment.

End-lg-=nd coupling of Fraight Containers is subject bo the righks granted
by Lhe isswance of USA Patent Wo. 3,008,772 to tha Strick Trailer Comgany.

Bocauyse of Lhé grogrietary nature of end-to-end ceupling of containers,
this function could not be included in the dosign of the corner Pitlings
recommended herein, Howayer, |f this fenclion is desired, permiscion for
its wse must bo obtained from the patent holder. In such circumsisnces,
designers are cautinsed to fellow all the prescribed regquirements for the
fittings given in this 150 Recommsndation.



Sea-Land Servioce, Ino.
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Hr. Vinsent G, Gray

Azmerican Standards Assoclation, Imc,
10 Eaac &0eh Strestc

Maw York 16, Hew York

Hr. Marrils Forgash, Chalrsan

jubcormittee oo Containarisstion &
Srandardization = WDTA

United State® Fraight Company

711 Third Avanua

Hew Tork 17, New Yark

Hr. John B, Hulea, Managing Director
Truck-Trailer Hanufactursars Assccistion, Imc.
161} "K' Screet, H.W.

Washington 3. D, C.

Mr., Frpd Muller, Jr.

Chief U, 5, Delegate

International Standsrds Organizatisn/IC/104
Arthur D, Litele, Ine.

G20 Fifch Avenue

Mew York 16, Hew York

Ganklemeni

In cha ipterancs of furchering standardication within the tracsportation
tndustry and Co parait che sventual maxisum interchange of shippiog con-
tainers batwesn all medas of transportation, Sea-Land Service, Imc., will
aesign £e all who wish to uss it & royaley-fres lloeoss for the use of
the box type shipplng containsr cormer fitting and ita sating rotatabls

angaging Luf.

This offer e above and bayond our previous offer to let tha industry

ups our corner fleting design, at which time wa saturally expactad that
the dimensicns of this squipmant developad by us would ba adhared ta,
Because of the desira by some usars of coptaimers te modify the dimen=
glons of our fitting to sccept all copventionsl stevedoring gear as wall
a8 Ehs sutcmatic and pemi-sutomatic sngaging luge, we heceby offar tha
basic concept of the Fitting sod 4ts sogaging lug, even though it be modi-
fiad dimensionally to maks it wors sccaptabls as & standard,

We brust that this gestursa on our part will aseisc in schieaving & na=-
tional apd, bopefully, an lncernacionsl scandard that will serve all
sades af transpercation wall.

Sincerely;

HMEM S Db H. R, HeEvoy, Frasid

Together with Carl Roper, chairman of the German Standardisation Organisation and Helmut F H
Hansen of Contrans, I was a member of the German delegation of ISO/TC104 to meet Fred
Miiller, leader of a US-delegation, Vincent Grey, former secretary of ISO TC 104 and George
Bowen, secretary of ISO TC 104, who were visiting Germany to establish an international



standard on container equipment. At that time I could find only a few samples of “European
Containers”

In February 1968, the first European containership called at the first specially-built container pier
in Europe. It was the Atlantic Span of ACL calling Bremerhaven.

The container crane had not yet been erected; and the Ro-Ro-Ramp was still under construction.
We had to load the containers and flatracks without a linkspan, by using MAFI Rolltrailers



Bremerhaven'’s first container pier after completion

On its way to New York, the Atlantic Span called at Rotterdam. However, the ECT Terminal was
still under construction - everything was on wheels



