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Leo Mellam and Cecil Henkels of Flexi Van in New York were the pioneers (for operators of 

“Rail & Road” intermodal equipment; and Sol Katz (of Strick) was the engineer and  

manufacturer of the first “Sea Trailer” equipment. 

 

When developing the steel container for ACL, the first European container consortium, I was 

confronted with Leo Mellam and the container corner casting patent. Here are the documents 

which made the standardisation of the container casting possible: 

 

  
 



 
 

 

 

 
Together with Carl Röper, chairman of the German Standardisation Organisation and Helmut F H 

Hansen of Contrans, I was a member of the German delegation of ISO/TC104 to meet Fred 

Müller, leader of a US-delegation, Vincent Grey, former secretary of ISO TC 104 and George 

Bowen, secretary of ISO TC 104, who were visiting Germany to establish an international 



standard on container equipment. At that time I could find only a few samples of “European 

Containers”  

 

 
 
In February 1968, the first European containership called at the first specially-built container pier 

in Europe. It was the Atlantic Span of ACL calling Bremerhaven. 

 

 
The container crane had not yet been erected; and the Ro-Ro-Ramp was still under construction. 

We had to load the containers and flatracks without a linkspan, by using MAFI Rolltrailers 



 
Bremerhaven’s first container pier after completion 

 

On its way to New York, the Atlantic Span called at Rotterdam. However, the ECT Terminal was 

still under construction - everything was on wheels 

 

 


